Protection Hom&e proudly announces the Grand
O ening of “Graci€'s Closet,” a new program that
provides clothing and supplies for Fayette County
children who have been removed from their homes
due to abuse or neglect. Located in the basement of
the FY PH Executive Office, Gracie's Closet gives
foster parents and foster children the opportunity to
shop for clothing, shoes, baby gear, diapers and
school supplies al at the low, low price of nothing!
Items are either new or gently used, and the envi-
ronment is like that of a store. Our mission isto
make foster children feel specia and to provide
them with some of the things they need and deserve.

At any given time, there are approximately 100 chil-
dren in the foster care system in Fayette County.
Nine out of ten of these children come into care
with nothing but the clothes on their backs.
According to staff members at the Fayette County
DFCS office, the opening of Gracie's closet could
not come at a better time and is “an answered
prayer.”

“We are very excited about starting up Gracie's
Closet especialy sinceit is the only service of its
kind offered to foster children on the south side of
Atlanta,” says Board President Leslie Wade.

Graci€'s Closet is staffed by volunteers and open by
appointment only. Any foster child, parent, or
grandparent who lives in Fayette County is eligible
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|gnated num-
ber of items
from the closet
on a quarterly
basis.
\olunteers
carry beepers
and are avail-
able to open
the store in an
emergency
during
non-business
hours.

Members of Girl Scout Troop 95 help sort

clothesin Gracie's Closet. Pictured (L-R):

Rosetta Goza, Rebecca Otwell, and Amber
McHenry.

Friends and well-wishers are invited to drop by our
Open House on Tuesday, November 11th, 2008
from 4-7 pm. Foster children/parents may officially
begin shopping at the “ store” on Saturday,
November 15th from 10 am -2 pm. Thereafter, the
store is open Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays
and the first Saturday of the month from 10 am to 2
pm.

To donate new or gently used children’s clothing
(infant through children’s size 16), baby gear, or
school supplies, please call 770-461-7020 to arrange
atime to drop off your items. For a more detailed
list of items needed, see page 2 of this newsdletter. If
you are interested in volunteering with Gracie's
Closet, contact Becky Davenport at 770-461-7020.

FYPH M oves Executive Office

eﬁette Youth Protection Homes has moved into a new office! We are now located at 101 Devant

St., Suite 502, one block north of the intersection of Gingercake Rd. and Hwy. 54. Funded with
pr!)ceeds from the sale of the Friday Home, the purchase of the office condo is a step forward in the
organization’s history and facilitates new programs to serve children who have been the victims of
abuse or neglect. With additional square footage in the basement, FY PH now has the space for onsite
foster care training classes and Board meetings as well as room for a clothing and supply closet for
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Fayette County foster children. As FY PH Treasurer Andy Carden comments, “The Board of Directors
made a smart move when they decided to purchase the new office condo. And it sure beats paying rent!”

Oncedl the moving boxes were unpacked, it didn't take long for FY PH gaff and volunteersto get to work transforming the basement to usable space.
Guided by interior designer and FY PH Board member, Jamie Georgiawith Miscela BdlaInterior Design, workers armed themsalves with hammers, paint
brushes, and power tools and were able to finish the renovation in arecord Six weeks. By August of 2008, the space was reedy for the first foster care

orientation sesson.
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Community Notes

from Becky Davenport, Executive Director

' Budget Cutbacks Present Challenge

or almost 20 years, Fayette County’s willingness to reach out to its most

vulnerable citizens has enabled us to operate one of the best residential
group homes in the state of Georgia. There is no doubt about the excellent
quality of care we providein all of our programs. Over the years, various
mandates have come down from the Georgia Department of Human
Resources, and we have kept our programs aligned with those directives
while always maintaining a high standard of care.

But, at no time in our history have we faced as great a challenge as we are
facing now. Current economic conditions have not only impacted the number of dollars that indi-
viduals, corporations, and foundations are able to give, but they are also affecting the per diem
reimbursement the state government allows us for care of children in state custody. As a non-profit
organization, we pay for our programs at the Friday-Johnson Home and the Grace for Children fos-
ter care program through a combination of DHR reimbursement and funds we raise from our own
resources. Beginning October 18t 2008, we will face a 25% reduction in monies received from the
government for our foster care program. Thereis also the possibility looming in our future that
state funds for the Friday-Johnson Home will be cut in half in the upcoming year.

And so right now we are getting hit from both sides. Donations are down. Government reimburse-
ment is down by at least 25%. And we are feeling the heat.

We need your prayers and your support now more than ever. Whether the economy is on the upside
or on the downside, the unfortunate reality is that there will continue to be children who need us,

who need you. And we are confident you won’t let them down. After all, you have stood by the
children for amost 20 years!

Donateto Gracie' s Closet!

Gracie's Closet needs your tax-deductible donation of new or gently used children’s clothing, baby
supplies, books and gift cards. Items are offered to Fayette County foster children free of charge.

Our Wish List includes the following items:

New or gently used children’s clothing Children’s books
(Size - newborn through Children’s size 16) Children’s toiletries such as toothpaste, shampoo
New socks, pajamas, and underwear School Supplies, bookbags
Shoes Suitcases
Diaper wipes and diapers Jackets and Coats
Baby powder, lotion, diaper rash ointment,
infant shampoo Items can be dropped off at the Executive Office at
Baby Gear such as port_a_cribs’ di aper bag& 101 Devant &, Suite 502, Monday through Frlday
infant carriers, diaper genies, etc. between the hours of 9-4 pm. For additional
Baby blankets, baby linens information contact Becky Davenport at

Baby bottles, sippy cups, bibs, pacifiers (new) 770-461-7020.
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ommunity Helpers

Volunteers from the “Taking it to the Streets” project at
Heritage Christian Church help spruce up the yard at the
) Friday-Johnson Home.

The Comfort Quiltsfro First Presbterian Church of
Peachtree City recently donated handmade quilts to the
children at the Friday-Johnson Home and Gracie's Closet.

Tom Parker’s Sunday School Class from New Hope Baptist
Church recently hosted a birthday dinner for some of the
residents at the Friday-Johnson Home. This group plans an
activity with the children each month.
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Jon Wade with Suburban Legend Audio works with child
actors from Fayette Coweta Family Theater to create a 60-
second foster care recruitment ad. The ad can be heard on J-
93.3 radio station.

The staff at Vassey Dental Partners recently dabbled in the
culinary industry when they published a cookbook and
donated the proceeds from sales to Fayette Youth Protection
Homes. With thirty staff members contributing their favorite
recipes, the cookbook offered a variety of mouth-watering
recipes and was offered for sale in patient rooms and in the
waiting room. Proceeds from the sale raised $2,000 for
FYPH.

Geoff Calvert from the Fayette County Foster Parent
Association volunteers his time hanging shelving for Gracie's

closs ¢ [n2009, <o

FYPH will celebrate our 20th
anniversary, and we would love to hear
from you! If you have any photos or

stories you would like to pass along for
our memory book, please contact
Becky Davenport at 770-461-7020 or

e-mail at b.davenport@fyph.org.
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FYPH President Leslie Wade accepts a check from Metro
Fayette Kiwanis Club President Michelle Hall.




Friday-Johnson Golf Tournament Raises
Funds for Children in Need

he 2008 Friday-Johnson Golf tournament held at Whitewater Country Club on April 28, 2008
was a big success! The event raised over $7,000 for Fayette Youth Protection Homes.

A0 ot 2008 Power Parade

from Peeples

Elementary, raised

arecord $3,950 he week of March 24-28, over 9,000

g:idz ;'V?ﬂg;g Grand Fayette County Elementary students participated in the
Disney World. 17t annual Power Parade to raise over $34,000 for children

in need. Brooks Elementary won first place with the highest
percentage of student participation (85%), and Peeples
_ Elementary raised the most money of any school in the
Hannah Christensen, o nty, $10,983.00.
a Kindergartner from
Braglinn Elementary,
raised $1,700 and
won a Nintendo Wii
Game System.

| Parker Pridgen, a
18t Grader from
Sarah Harp Minter
Elementary, raised
$1,040 and won a :

$100 Target it A Special Thanksto our
card. 2008 Power Parade Sponsors:

smc3 o
WS Packaging Dazzles Skating Rink

Dixieland Fun Park Prime Educationa Services

Peachtree Pediatric Dentistry Fitzgerald & Sons Plumbing
Bruster’s Ice Cream Stevi B’'s Pizza




2007 “ Angels Among Us’
Dinner, Dance & Silent Auction

n February 2, 2008, over 200 friends and supporters gathered at Glendal ough Manor for an

evening of fun at the 5t annual “Angels Among Us’ Dinner, Dance & Silent Auction.
The event raised $44,000 to support children who have been the victims of abuse, neglect, or
other tragic circumstance.

Back Row (L-R): Tim Symonds, Brent
Scarbrough, Stephen Walker, Bill Webb
Front Row: Becky Davenport, Dixie
Anderson, Jamie Georgia, Michaele
Gatheridge, Leslie Wade
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Rosemary Mclntire and Larry Friday
were this year’s recipients of the
“Angels Among Us” Award

Ray Ellis, Julie Francissen, Janet Sexton,
Tina Scarbrough, Brent Scarbrough

Jim & Mrie Sams, Tommy & Vicki Turner Guests cut loose on the dance floor
A Special Thanks to our
2008 Signature Sponsors:
Anderson Advisory sMmcC3
Brent Scarbrough & Associates  goythern Federal Credit Union
Delta Community Credit Union Community Capital Bank
North Georgia Concrete First Choice Community Bank

Prudential Georgia Realty






